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NOTE:  Not our usual night!
An Unreasonable Woman: A True Story of Shrimpers, Politicos, Polluters and the Fight for Seadrift, Texas, Diane Wilson


The reviewer from Publisher’s Weekly says, “With her discovery that her ‘piddlin’ little county on the Gulf Coast’ let the nation in toxic emissions, shrimper Wilson, mother of five, found herself embarking on a voyage of discovery and activism that would strain her marriage and stretch her horizons.”  Wilson ultimately became embroiled in a class David (Diane?) versus  Goliath battle.  According to Mollie Ivins, this book “is the rare, clear voice of a working-class woman goaded into action against the greatest massed forces in the world today: globalized corporate greed backed by government power.”  Ivins attributed Wilson’s success to a trait Ivins said Wilson shares with many other women: “pure, cussed stubbornness.”   AND – how many of you remember when Wilson herself was signing her books at Barnes & Noble one night when the Bluestockings met?  (391 pgs.)

July 17, 2008

Infidel, Ayaan Hirsi Ali


The memoir about a Muslim woman and her defense of women’s rights is one of the most gripping non-fiction books I have ever read.  I bought the book having heard her speak at UNT, and it opened a whole new understanding about the struggle between Islam and the Western world to me.   Hirsi Ali fled Somalia when she was forced into marriage by her father.  She found asylum in the Netherlands, and her response to this new world is remarkable.  To quote Publisher’s Weekly, “her attacks on Islamic culture as ‘brutal, bigoted and fixated on controlling women’ have generated much controversy.”  That’s putting it mildly: there is a price on this woman’s head and she cannot return to the Netherlands, or probably anywhere in Europe. This should be a must-read for all American women.  It is absolutely riveting. (384 pgs.)

September 18, 2008
The Bean Trees, Barbara Kingsolver


This novel is the one chosen for the One Book, One Community project at UNT which will begin in September.  It is an intriguing read, with perhaps even more to discuss than we found in Kingsolver’s Poisonwood Bible.  The novel brings up issues of immigration, how women form communities, and who decides what’s ethical and what’s not.  Although this sounds like “heady stuff,” it’s really not – very down-to-earth. (336 pgs)
October 16, 2008

The View from Castle Rock, Alice Munro


“A young boy, taken to Edinburgh’s castle rock to look across the sea to America, sees a glimpse of his father’s dream.”  I haven’t forgotten that we foreground women’s experience in the Bluestockings, but here’s a man’s dream, interpreted by his son – and related by a female descendant years later.   This is the story of Scottish immigrants coming to Ontario, the adversities they faced and the hopes that helped them meet those adversities.  Amazon praises Munro for her artful “compassionate understanding of ordinary lives.” (368 pgs.)     
November 20, 2008
The Year of Magical Thinking, Joan Didion 


From Publisher’s Weekly: “After her husband’s fatal heart attack, which came at a time where their daughter Quintana was in intensive care after complications from pneumonia, Didion was labeled a ‘pretty cool customer’ by a social worker because she handled these shocks so calmly.”  How do we get through the tough stuff?  Do women and men cope differently when bad things happen?  There are tons of books out there about death, but not many about grief; this is Didion’s personal journey through grief. (240 pgs.)   

January 15, 2009

A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini


Every woman I know who has read this book has exclaimed, “How could this man write this story from a woman’s perspective and do it so well!”  Quoting the San Francisco Chronicle,

Hosseini’s bewitching narrative captures the intimate details of life in a world where it’s a struggle to survive, skillfully inserting this human story into the larger backdrop of recent history.”  I can promise you, it’s a story you won’t soon forget.  (384 pgs.)

February 19, 2009

The Insufficiency of Maps, Nora Pierce


 The SimonSays website describes this book  thusly:  “A young girl must discover the meaning of self and family as she struggles to find her place between two contrasting realities.  On the reservation, Alice lives in a run-down trailer.  Both her parents are alcoholics.  She seldom has enough food and she rarely attends school, but she is free to follow her imagination…. Alice is removed from her home and placed with a white foster family in the suburbs.  This new world is neat and tidy and wholesome, but it is also alien, and Alice is unmoored from everything she has ever known and everything that has defined her.”  (224 pgs.)

April 16, 2009

Gift from the Sea, Anne Morrow Lindburgh


The 50th anniversary edition has recently been released of this timeless book.  Amazon describes this book thusly:  “Lindburgh’s musings on the shape of a woman’s life bring new understanding to both men and women. . . . Lindburgh casts an unsentimental eye on the trappings of modernity that threaten to overwhelm us: the time-saving gadgets that complicate rather than simplify, the multiple commitments that take us from our families.”  (144 pgs.)
May 21, 2009
The Double Bind, Chris Bohjalian     

This book was not only on our proposed list last year, when we elected to read this author’s book Midwives, but our own Nancy has been corresponding with the author.  We’re hoping we can arrange a bookchat. Laurel Estabrook, young social worker and survivor of a near-rape, becomes intrigued when she finds photos of celebrities made years ago by one of her formerly-homeless clients.   (416 pgs.)   
