Bodies of Work/Agents of Change:

Interdisciplinary Interventions in the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality



Saturday, April 19, 2008

Kyle Morrow Room, Fondren Library

Rice University’s Center for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality is seeking submissions for its inaugural graduate symposium. The study of women, gender, and sexuality has influenced surrounding disciplines with interventions in methodology, perspective, and assumptions. As scholars in the field, we create interdisciplinary bodies of work that often explore the possibilities for the agency of gendered and sexualized bodies. The symposium invites papers that offer ways of thinking about the dual problems of the body and agency from the vantage point of these cross-disciplinary convergences.

By bringing together graduate students and faculty from different disciplines who are engaged in the study of women, gender, and/or sexuality, we hope the conference will be an occasion to consider the relationship between bodies of many sorts and agencies of many kinds—bodies of knowledge or of governance, bodies that are organizational, corporeal, political, social, or historical as well as the agencies they produce and that shape and change them.  

As an interdisciplinary arena for sharing graduate work-in-progress, the conference is an opportunity to consider some of the following questions: 

· How are graduate studies focused on women, gender and/or sexuality intervening in traditional or contemporary bodies of knowledge? 

· How is the concept of agency being re-cast in the bodies of work being developed by a new generation of scholars?  

· As feminist studies in the academy enters its fourth decade, what sort of new or reiterated critical claims does its longstanding concern with agency offer in and at the boundaries of the disciplines? What historical urgencies does it speak to?

· How is gender studies now rethinking the relationship between the body and agency?   

· Are the concepts of the body and of agency being used in similar and/or different ways in (inter)disciplinary work focused on women, gender, or sexuality, and how is that difference significant?

· Is the “incorporation” of work on the body across disciplines producing new bodies of knowledge and to what end? 

· What are the possibilities (and limits) for research on bodies for political action and social change? 

· What connections between the university and other communities is embodied in the knowledges being produced out of graduate work in the study of women, gender and sexuality now - and to what ends?  
We encourage the submission of work that explores the relationship between agency and the body in its various forms. Topics include (but are not limited to): 

· Bodies of knowledge/knowledge about bodies

· Laboring bodies/bodies at work

· Institutional/organizational bodies

· Movement of bodies  

· the impact of globalization on gender and sexual inequality

· displaced, migrating, re-located bodies

· colonization, colonized bodies and gender and sexual inequality

· the traffic in women, in body parts, sexual traffic 

· Disciplining bodies, state interventions on the body, violence and the body

· Commodification of the gendered body

· Reproduction/reproductive technologies

· Marginalized bodies: impacts of hegemonies of gender, race, ethnicity, social class, and sexuality on individuals, communities, and other social groupings

· Engendering bodies

· Body image(s)

· Monstrous women

· Public and private bodies, domestic bodies, 

· Textual bodies/body of the text

· Religion, embodiment, agency

· Gendered spaces/locations

· Tension between gender theories and praxis

· The agency of women’s organizational bodies

· Activism and the future of feminism and women’s studies

Please submit abstracts of 250 words or less

by Tuesday, March 11, 2008 to jpasini@rice.edu.
